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JnExtraBof aLetierofM. de. S. Msiiu 
rice M-DjoM.de la Clofure^^ Thy- 
fitian cf Aiibeterre. of the Twenty Sixth 
of h^vil i6%i: Concerning the formati^ 
on of a Fa tus in the Tcfticle. Tah^n out 
of the fourwal de Medicine TtMi(kt 
f^v\.i6%:^.byM.V Ahbt delaRocjue 
at Paris, 



I think Sr. that alter what lately happened to Madam 
de Saint Mere , we ought no knger to doubt of the 
Formation of the F(^tus in the TefHcles of Woraen,and 
conft<|uentl^ofthe Exiftence of^/. This Ladywhofe 
Merit is known to you ^ had been brought to bed Eight 
times asprofperouflyasmigbtbej and after having con^ 
tinned Five years without being with Child, in fbmuch 
that flie thought her feif freed from thofe forts of Labours, 
about Three months flnce jfhe fufpeded herfclf to be fallen 
into that condition again > becaufe having never failed of 
being very regular, and not finding her felf ill> file was 
more than z Month without her ordinary relief. But whilft 
in this ftate fhe had a little (how, which fcarce left her 
wholy during the twolaft Months of her Life , and which 
fhe paft neverthelefs without much trouble, fo that (he 
thought her felf to be fecure ^ as to the point of her being 
with Child, but that the ai^Inftant, after flic was up in 
the Morning in very good health and had been writing a- 
boutan hour, ftie fell into Faintings, which made her W ie 
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ablblutely her Pulfe from that Moment without depriving 
her of her Undcrttaiiding or Speech. 
M. de Saint Mere who took this fainrnefs at firft for an ef- 
kGtoiVapours^ was not A Harmed at it, till feeling her 
Arme , he found her without any Putfe, This privation 
joy tied with a mortal Palenefs amafing himy he lent a man 
to intreat me to go and fee her. 

I came to her about Eight of the Clock in the Evening^ 
I found her cold and wholly without any Pnlfe)^ her Coun- 
tenance deadifhand covered with a clammy and cold fweat, 
haveing ftill an entire Underftanding and her Speech 
ftrong. 

She complained of a great,C(^/i^/^in the Region of the 
rightgroine^ which terminated at the Reines; This^(?- 
&^ was fo violent, that as I was going to touch the place^ 
ftie prayed me not toprefs it > and told me I fliould make 
her fall into a Swoon. 

In a moment after, (he felt all the Pmludium' s oimim^ 
minent Travel s flhe called her Chirurgeon and dyed in his 
Arms faying )/^/^ Delivering* I amDelivenng\ there ap- 
pearing outwardly neither diftillation , nor fl®oding> nor 
any mark ot this diforder* 

A Death fo little expeifled amazed every body:* and 
fupprized fo much M. de st. Men ^ that he was delirous 
to know, whether the opening tbe body would notdif- 
covernhe Caufe: M.de la Chefe z Chirurgeon was made 
Choife of ro do it 5 and 1 was prayed to ailift MeJJleurs de 
Montau^n Advocafe of P ertfrnew^^de la Porte Gefttlemafn of 
M- le Comte de lalermi , du Vair Apothecary to St. Meres 
and two Falcts de C'^^m^r^of the hoyfe>defired tobe prelent 
at the opening ^ and this is what we found* 

As foon as iht Chirurgeonhdid opened the Integuments 
of the belly wefawin tliei^^i^n^^KegicnalUhe Entrals 
floating m Blood; I caufed Two Pound to be taken forth 
with a fpoon ; to avoid changing the fituation of the parts^' 
after which feeing that there remained in the right Flank 
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apfOdigioiwqutintiry which was coagulated ,, I ttytd my 
felf to tali€ k out with my hand j but Judge Sr. how I was 
Surprized, when among the firft Clots which I drew forth, 
I found a little /^fl?^«j- about the bignefs of a Thumb, and 
a Third kfs in lengthy all very diftinCtly formed, and in 
which was manitcftly difcovered the Sex of a Boy but 
naked and without covering* I put this ffet?js on a Plate 
and fliewed it to all that were prcfent, and being irtipatient 
to know from whence it came , I applyed my Mi with all 
txaftnefs to examin all the neighbouringparts of the place 
whence I t©ok i t. T\\o fingers from this place I fotrnd the 
right Cornu of the Womb ; but my amazment was doub!ed> 
when I found the T^//?r/^ torn longwaies and thro the mid- 
dle on the fide ^ that it did not touch the T/z^iJi , and all 
its cavity full of clotted blood. 1 no longer doubted , hut 
this was the place where this Infant wasfomred^ and IcOn* 
ceived that having acquired in this place a growth to6 
great to be able to fall in time ^ and having continued to 
grow there, without being able to come forth , it had at 
length broken its Prifon by ftretching it. 

1 was confirmed in my opimoa when comparing this 
Tejikle witli the left > I found it at leaft four times bigger 
itsgreatnels approaching that of an Htens Egg; and the 
left being not greater, than a little Chefnutj it was all 
red without and within, befides the clotted blood that ir 
contained ; whereas the left was pale and full of little 
grains of the colour and confiftency of yellow Tallow. 

I examined thtTube on the right fide ; and I could not 
find that this Infant had ever entred there; it was in all 
things like the left tube. 

Laftly I examined the Body of the Womb with all the 
Care and Exadlnefs that might be .» it appeared to mee- 
very where without any rent % and in a (late purely natu- 
ral: Icnly obfcrved* thatit was a little, bigger andfbf- 
ter than it is found in Women who dye without being with 
Child ; it was all as Dr IJarvyh^s defcribcd it^in the firft 
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month oiPregnamy. I caufed a probe to be put into its Ca- 
vity by the Va^im^ and thento be cut open , and I found 
x\otiLiit\tz^{\%titdiComeptton. Indeed the Veffclsofthe 
interior membrane appeared to me full of Blood^and vari- 
cous as it werc> which doubtlefs was the caufe of that little 
fhow of Blood, as before mentioned. 

Thoitwereneedlefs tofearch elfewhere for the 2)<?^^^ 
of this Ladyi we neverthelefs examined all the other 
parts both of the Bellyj and of the Breaft i and found them 
all well in order, and in a ftatc purely natural 

I leave you now to judge Sn what may be concluded 
from all this ; fince no perfon can draw better than your 
felf thecon(equences> which neceflarily follow from this 
fhmmmemn. 

Authors fpeak of certain Fatus's found in thtTubest^ 
and of others that have been found in th^Cavity of the bdly, 
xhtWombM Viov the Tubes being anyway torn: but I do 
not think that any perfon hitherto has been able to fhew > 
that the conception is made inthtTeJiide or Ovarium, is 
it feems to me that the fad, which I have now related to 
youmanifeflrlydemonflrates, and tis this which has made 
us think hitherto that theOpinion of Egs had hitherto need 
of rroofs to fupport iv 
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